
Explicit Vocabulary Routine (Systematic Vocabulary Instruction) 
Given the importance of academic background knowledge and the fact that vocabulary is such an essential aspect 
of it, one of the most crucial services that teachers can provide, particularly for students who do not come from 
academically advantaged backgrounds, is systematic instruction in important academic terms.  
Marzano & Pickering, “Building Academic Vocabulary 

 

Frayer Model 
Beginning 

 Use images, pantomime and gestures to aid understanding of categories  

 Support student with words/concepts of examples and non-examples 

 Assure student can pronounce word correctly 

 Word is taught using labeled nonlinguistic representation 

 Identify cognates 

Advanced Beginning 

 Use images, gestures to aid understanding of categories 

 Assure student can pronounce word correctly 

 Modeled responses will support completion of categories 

 Word is taught using labeled nonlinguistic representation 

 Identify cognates 

Intermediate 

 Use sentence starters to expand student responses in each category 

 Assure student can pronounce word correctly 

 Identify cognates 

Advanced and Transitional 

 Support the inclusion of relating academic terms within each of the template categories 

 Identify cognates 

 

Cognitive Content Dictionary 
Beginning 

 Use sketches, pantomime and gestures to aid understanding of categories  

 Assure student can pronounce word correctly 

 Word is taught using labeled nonlinguistic representation 

 For students in the silent stage, partner may speak for them 

Advanced Beginning 

 Use images and gestures to aid understanding of categories  

 Modeled responses can provide support if the student’s number is drawn 

 Word is taught using labeled nonlinguistic representation 

Intermediate 

 Use sentence starters to expand student responses in each category 

Advanced and Transitional 

 Support the inclusion of relating academic terms 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

AVID Learning and Retaining Academic Vocabulary 
ELLs are encouraged to have a designated  location to record all academic vocabulary 

Beginning 

 Use images, pantomime and gestures to aid understanding of categories and list of possibilities for a 
definition 

 Primary language use can be used in definition and sentence  

 Use images, pantomime and gestures to aid understanding of sentence and syllabication 

 Add nonlinguistic representation to word on word wall and to sentences students are to copy  

 Identify cognates 

Advanced Beginning 

 Use images, gestures to aid understanding of categories 

 Modeled responses will support completion of categories 

 Primary language use can be used in definition and sentence 

 Use images, pantomime and gestures to aid understanding of sentence and syllabication 

 Add nonlinguistic representation to word on word wall and to sentences students are to copy  

 Identify cognates 

Intermediate 

 Use sentence starters to expand student responses in each category 

 Assure student can pronounce word correctly 

 Identify cognates 

Advanced and Transitional 

 Support the inclusion of relating academic terms 

 Identify cognates 

Teaching and Practicing Critical Vocabulary 
Beginning 

 Use images, pantomime and gestures to aid understanding of word, definition, sentences, and to aid 
understanding of categories 

 Assure student can pronounce word correctly  

 Identify cognates 

 Check students’ understanding by graphic representations or pointing (teacher prompts include: show 
me…,; circle the…; where is…; who has…?) 

Advanced Beginning 

 Use images, pantomime and gestures to aid understanding of word, definition, sentences, and to aid 
understanding of categories 

 Assure student can pronounce word correctly  

 Provide modeled responses  

 Identify cognates 

 Check students’ understanding by yes/no, either/or questions (who, what, and how many questions) 

Intermediate 

 Use sentence starters to expand student responses in each category 

 Assure student can pronounce word correctly 

 Identify cognates 

 Check students’ understanding through questions requiring a short sentence response  

Advanced and Transitional 

 Support the inclusion of relating academic terms 

 Identify cognates 



 


