
YSD Five Instructional Strategies 
Differentiated for English Language Learners (DELL) 

Optimal Learning Model 
Preplanning: 

 Consider English language learners' second language development needs and gaps. 

 Ensure final product is attainable to all levels of ELL students through differentiated assignments. 

 Sheltered Instruction integrates content area objectives and language development objectives  

 ELL learners need to know and understand the expectations for the final product. 
Two recommended ways to combine language and content objectives are: 
1. Language forms and vocabulary  

 Teach correct grammatical form and necessary vocabulary in the context of content areas (e.g., modeling 
the past tense when talking about history). 

 Use CCSS Language Standards and Language Progressive Skills, by Grade Level as a resource. 
2.   Language functions 

 Teach language functions in authentic contexts (Examples of functions:  ask, command, describe, explain, 
express, narrate, retell, sequence, analyze, compare, contrast, define, infer, persuade, predict, summarize) 

I DO:  MODELING 

Beginning and Advanced Beginning: 

 Word learning:  focus on the words crucial to the concepts being taught. 

 Use supplementary materials such as graphs, models, hands-on materials, and visual aids to make lessons 
clear and meaningful. 

Intermediate 

 Expanded sentences:  Use sentence frames and sentence starters to expand ideas  
Advanced and Transitional 

 Sound like a book:  Have students incorporate academic terms in discussion and writing 

WE DO:  MODEL WITH STUDENTS 

Beginning and Advanced Beginning: 

 Word learning:  focus on the words crucial to the concepts being taught. 

 Use supplementary materials such as graphs, models, hands-on materials, and visual aids to make lessons 
clear and meaningful. 

Intermediate 

 Expanded sentences:  Use sentence frames and sentence starters to expand ideas  
Advanced and Transitional 

 Sound like a book:  Have students incorporate academic terms in discussion and writing 

Y’ALL DO:  USE MIXED GROUPING OF ELL AND ENGLISH PROFICIENT STUDENTS 
Grouping is intentional; considering language proficiency, native language, personality, gender, and academic strengths 

Beginning and Advanced Beginning: 

 Make groups aware of differentiation occurring; that ELL students are learning words and are focusing on 
the words crucial to the concepts being taught 

 Use supplementary materials (graphs, models, hands-on materials, and visual aids) to make lessons clear 
and meaningful. 

Intermediate 

 Expanded sentences:  Use sentence frames and sentence starters to expand ideas  
Advanced and Transitional 

 Sound like a book:  Have students incorporate academic terms in discussion and writing 

YOU DO:  INDEPENDENT WORK 

Beginning; Advanced Beginning and Intermediate: 
Use English Language Development Standards to develop appropriate expectations for students’ final product. 
Advanced and Transitional 

 Final product may have common ELL errors.  Success is based on content objective.   



 


