
Reflective Writing 
When reflective writing is directly linked to a lesson’s established outcomes and goals ELL students can focus on 
essential learning. ELL learners have an incredible amount of incoming stimuli as they try to learn both a new 
language and content knowledge. Aware of the intended outcomes, ELLs know what to focus on and what to 
screen out as they process new information. 
The No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) requires evidence of progress in both academic achievement and English 
language proficiency for ELLs. For this reason it is critical to have language outcomes and goals which could be 
included within their reflective writing. 
Ways to combine language and content objectives: 

 Language forms and vocabulary within a lesson are targeted and integrated into the reflective writing. 
Grammatical form and necessary vocabulary are best learned in the context of content areas.  CCSS 
Language Standards and Language Progressive Skills, by Grade Level can serve as a resource. 

 Language functions are learned and practiced in authentic contexts. 
         Examples of functions: ask, command, describe, explain, express                   
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Beginning 

 Students will draw and label during the write 

 Students are learning words at this stage; focus on the words specific to the concept 

 In a small group teacher can prompt Beginning students to provide nonverbal responses with prompts: 
show me…; circle the…; where is…; who has…?) 

 Model and explain multi-step activities  

 Deliver dense text in a comprehensible manner: graphically depicted, outlined, rewritten  
 Students will work in pairs or small groups  

Advanced Beginning 

 Students will draw and label during the write 

 In a small group teacher can prompt Advanced Beginning students to provide one word responses with 
yes/no, either/or questions (who, what, and how many questions) 

 Provide sentence starters or frames to model responses 

 Deliver dense text in a comprehensible manner: graphically depicted, outlined, rewritten  
 Students will work in pairs or small groups 

Intermediate 

 Encourage the expansion of simple responses to be more descriptive complete sentences 

 Deliver dense text in a comprehensible manner: graphically depicted, outlined, rewritten  
 Students will work in pairs or small groups 

Advanced and Transitional 

 Support the inclusion of all relating academic vocabulary 

 


