
  YSD 5 Instructional Strategies:  Overview 
 

YSD Five Instructional Strategies 
To ensure all students at varying English Language proficiency levels can access content, use supplementary materials such as 

graphs, models, hands-on materials, and visual aids to make lessons clear and meaningful.   

Washington State Transitional Bilingual Instruction Program Guidelines 

Benefit for English Language Learners:   Students acquire language and content through the exchange 
of meaningful messages.  Teachers use a diverse repertoire of instructional strategies to increase 
students’ interactions and language within the content.   

 
Benefit for Special Needs Students:  Students acquire language and content through the exchange of 
meaningful messages.  Teachers utilize a selection of strategies designed to support individual needs as 
students access and engage in content. 
 
Benefit for All Students:   Students make progress toward Common Core State Standards and College 
and Career Readiness by engaging in strategies that incorporate collaborative learning, development of   
discussion skills by listening carefully and responding thoughtfully and appropriately.  Teachers 
implement these strategies making content and disciplinary connections accessible to all students. 

Optimal Learning Model (Scaffolded Instruction): 
 

Strategy Purpose:   To create an intellectually active environment that fosters language 
development and subject matter mastery through clear explanations, explicit modeling, 
and guided practice before independent practice. 
 

Think-Write-Pair-Share: 
 
Strategy Purpose:   To provide processing time, by building in wait time and personal or 
one-on-one rehearsal.  This strategy enhances depth and breadth of thinking, increases 
the level of understanding and provides opportunities to check for understanding. 
 

10/2; 5/2; 2/1: 
 

Strategy Purpose:   To provide time to process, reflect, rehearse or organize thinking 
after small, meaningful chunks of information.   
 

Reflective Writing: 
 

Strategy Rationale:   To create writing opportunities before, during or after learning 
activities for students to think, reflect and connect ideas based on high level questions. 
 

Explicit Vocabulary Routine: 
 

Strategy Rationale:   To provide students access to ideas in content by purposefully 
teaching vocabulary necessary for understanding.  School chooses one vocabulary 
routine, (Teaching and Practicing Critical Vocabulary; GLAD Cognitive Content 
Dictionary; AVID Learning and Retaining Academic Vocabulary; Frayer Model) that best 
aligns with the student needs in the building.   

*If your building uses LINCing vocabulary routine, follow those procedures. 


