
  YSD 5 Instructional Strategies:  Reflective Writing 
 

Strategy: Reflective Writing 
Pre, During and Post Activity Variations 

*To ensure all students at varying English Language proficiency levels can access content, use supplementary materials such as 

graphs, models, hands-on materials, and visual aids to make lessons clear and meaningful.   

Washington Transitional Bilingual Instruction Guidelines 

Planning for Reflective Writing 
Identify the key concept you want student(s) to come away knowing and understanding 

Develop list of questions to engage students’ thinking (Resources:  Bloom’s Taxonomy; Costa’s Levels of Questions; Using 
Rigor and Relevance to Create Effective Instruction Teacher Questions by Quadrant pg 110) 

Determine a tangible demonstration of that concept (i.e. drawing, writing, bulleted list, model, etc.) 

 

Pre-Activity Reflection  Pre-Activity Reflection  
Give each student a post it note Preview the student’s reading assignment.  

Teacher says, “Think about the ______________ 
from yesterday.  On your post-it note write three 
big ideas you took away from the lesson 
yesterday.” 

Establish what concepts students will learn or 
make connections to real life 
 

Student thinks and writes three big ideas Pre-determine questions to ask about the 
upcoming reading assignment 

Teacher says, “Choose the one most important idea 
from your list.” 

Hand out slips of paper for prediction   

Student puts a star by their number one idea Students respond to the posted question the first 
five minutes of class  

Teacher says, “Turn to your partner and share your 
number one.” (A/B pairing) 

 Collect the admit slips and quickly scan & read 
them to elicit discussion, or to group students 

 

During Activity Reflection 
Select appropriate video, text, visual, musical piece that address key concepts 

Preview video clip, reading, pictures (stimulus) that students will be reflecting on 

Decide where appropriate pauses that correspond with key concepts will take place for students to write 

Identify which quadrant (A, B, C, D)/Bloom’s questions will be used as focus questions 

 Bloom’s Taxonomy 

 Verb Lists from Quadrants  

Explain that students will stop and reflect several times throughout the lesson.  Each reflection will be two minutes. 

Teacher posts reflection questions one at a time at the appropriate point in lesson 

Teacher uses timer, students reflect and write for two minutes 

After timer goes off choose from the following: 

 activity continues 

 pair A/B partners and share reflection 

 pair A/B partners and make predictions as to what is coming next 

Repeat steps to complete activity 

 

Post Activity Reflection 
Determine 1 key concept for student reflection.  Post as a question or a way to demonstrate understanding. 

At 5 minutes to the end of class students rate their understanding of the concept.  On a scale of 1-4, how well do you 
understand this concept? 

If your answer was lower than a four, what do you need to move your understanding to a level 4? 

If you rated your understanding at a level 4, how do you know you understand it better than a level 3? 

Demonstrate what you know about this concept.  (answer the question) 

 


